
 
 
 

One World Centre 
educating for a just and sustainable world 



Teaching about cultures and countries 
beyond our own: how do we do this well? 



 

boodjar, moort, katitjin 



Photo credits: Australian Aid and One World Centre 

 

 

 Global fact match 
 
 



Goal 2: All young Australians become 
successful learners, confident and creative 

individuals, and informed citizens 

2008 Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for Young Australians. 



          Active and informed citizens: 
 

!   are committed to national values of 
democracy, equity and justice, and 
participate in Australia’s civic life 

!   are able to relate to and communicate across cultures 

!   work for the common good, in particular sustaining 
and improving natural and social environments 

!   are responsible global and local citizens. 

!   act with moral and ethical integrity 

 



Australian Curriculum: Geography 

 

Geography integrates knowledge from the natural 
sciences, social sciences and humanities to build a holistic 
understanding of the world.  

Students learn to question why the world is the way it is, 
reflect on their relationships with and responsibilities for 
that world, and actively participate in shaping a socially 
just and sustainable future.  

 



Cross Curriculum Priorities:  
Asia and Australia’s 
engagement with Asia 

 
 

•  The peoples and countries of 
Asia are diverse in ethnic 
background, traditions, cultures, 
belief systems and religions. 

  

•  Interrelationships between 
humans and the diverse 
environments in Asia shape the 
region and have global 
implications.   

 



The rumour clinic 





Know your potato 
 



Contemporary / Traditional 
Everyday / Ceremonial 

Commonalities / Differences 

Within / Between 

4 ways of thinking about culture 



food 

environment 

religion 

rituals 

clothing 
behaviour 

language 

CUSTOMS 

The Iceberg 
of Culture 

What you need to know 
and can actually see.  

What you        
need to know but   

is less visible.  

VALUES 
statutes 

attitudes 

social structure 

enculturation 

institutions 
government rules 

tradition 

mores 

organisation 

gender roles 

roles 

Underlying 
values make 
sense of the 
observable 

Source: Intercultural Communication, Asia Education Teacher’s Journal Vol 29 Number 4 Nov 2001 p33.  



Three domains of cultural interaction  
(Marcia Langton, 1993) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People 
negotiate and 
interact within 

their own 
cultural groups 

People interact 
directly with 

each other and 
learn from one 

another 

People discuss 
the lives of 

others based 
on popular 

myths 













From the rationale of AC: History: 
 
The process of inquiry develops transferable 
skills such as: 
 
•  the ability to ask relevant questions 
•  critically analyse and interpret sources 
•  consider context 
•  respect and explain different perspectives 
 
 



How are they similar to me? 

How are they different? 

What might I learn? 
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Image activities: 

!   The rumour clinic 

!   Cropping 

!   Speech bubbles 

!   Beyond the frame 

!   Captioning 

!   Fact and opinion 



 Kia wedjela maam noonar wam 
yoorl koorliny yeye kidji nyin 
nguny moort boodjar. Noonar 
djinang ni katitj Nyungar 
wangkiny koomdarn ngalang 
koorlangka. 

 (Collard & Palmer, Kura, yeye, boorda, Nyungar boodier 
nidja boodgar: Community development and Indigenous 
communities, 2006, p30) 





There needs to be more talking with, and 
less talking about, Aboriginal people - more 
sitting down together and less shutting out 

  

-  Patrick Dodson 

 



Reconciliation:  
Ideas for the upper primary Classroom 



The Danger of a Single Story 

Image Credit: Chris Boland 



What’s Global Education? 

“Enabling young people to participate in a better shared 
future for all is at the heart of global education.  

Global education promotes open-mindedness leading to 
new thinking about the world and a predisposition to take 
action for change. Students learn to take responsibility for 
their actions, respect and value diversity, and see themselves 
as global citizens who can contribute to a more peaceful, 
just and sustainable world” 

 

Global Perspectives: A framework for global education in Australian Schools 
Commonwealth of Australia, 2008 





http://www.globaleducation.edu.au/  



http://museumvictoria.com.au/immigrationmuseum/ 
 



www.oneworldcentre.org.au 
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www.facebook.com/oneworldcentre 
 

www.twitter.com/oneworldcentre 
 



 
 

Contact us at: 
 

5 King William St 
Bayswater 6053 

Ph: (08) 9371 9133 
 

www.oneworldcentre.org.au 
 

education@oneworldcentre.org.au 
primaryed@oneworldcentre.org.au 

 
 
 


